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address humanitarian needs. This legis-
lation improves the incentives for 
small businesses to participate in the 
program, by ensuring that the prize—a 
certificate for expedited processing of 
certain matters at the USPTO—can be 
transferable to third parties. 

Yesterday, we held a hearing with 
witnesses from U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement and industry 
innovators who described the central 
role that intellectual property has 
played in allowing their businesses to 
grow and innovate. We also heard 
about some of the enforcement chal-
lenges that those in IP-intensive indus-
tries face as they seek to protect their 
intellectual property. 

As a cochair of the Congressional 
Trademark Caucus, which we just re-
launched this week, I recognize the 
value of trademarks and their impact 
on society and the economy, as well as 
how counterfeiting can seriously im-
pact consumer health and safety. Coun-
terfeiting of goods presents a world-
wide problem with enormous health 
and economic impacts, costing the 
global economy over 2.5 million jobs 
per year, while draining tax revenue 
and hurting the ability of American 
companies to compete in foreign mar-
kets. 

Similarly, trade secret theft is an in-
creasingly serious problem. A report by 
the IP Commission found that annual 
losses due to trade secret theft are over 
$300 billion and is the cause of an esti-
mated loss of 2.1 million American 
jobs. That is why we passed into law 
the Defend Trade Secrets Act of 2016. 
This important legislation brings need-
ed uniformity to trade secret law and 
provides more certainty to the 
innovators who rely on trade secrets to 
develop novel solutions to important 
problems that face us as a nation. 

Intellectual property is a key driver 
of innovation and fundamental build-
ing block of our modern economy. This 
World IP Day, as we recognize the posi-
tive impacts IP has on innovation, let 
us continue to find ways to work to-
gether to ensure its protection against 
infringement and maintain the United 
States enduring position as the most 
innovative and creative country in the 
world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK SCHLEFER 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I 

would like to congratulate and honor a 
Vermont resident for his outstanding 
commitment to ensuring transparency 
between the Federal Government and 
the American public. Mark Schlefer of 
Putney, VT, played an integral role in 
the creation of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, FOIA, that came into ef-
fect in 1967. Since its incorporation, 
FOIA has given the American people 
the right to request to access records 
from any Federal agency and has re-
quired agencies to post certain cat-
egories of information and frequently 
requested records online. 

Mr. Schlefer was inspired to join the 
legal group that drafted FOIA after 

working with a shipping client, Pacific 
Far East Line, which was denied tariff 
documentation to stop at the Mariana 
Islands by the Federal Maritime Com-
mission. Mr. Schlefer was upset to find 
that the Federal Maritime Commission 
was not required to provide an expla-
nation of the justification behind the 
rejection. 

Along with two other lawyers who 
came across similar situations with 
government agencies, Mr. Schlefer 
helped to draft the legislation for 
FOIA. After years of working on the 
bill and convincing both Members of 
the House and the Senate to support 
the legislation, it was signed into law 
by President Lyndon B. Johnson on 
July 4, 1966. 

FOIA helped pave the way for greater 
government transparency. Increased 
transparency restores faith in govern-
ance by holding government officials 
accountable to the American people. A 
truly transparent government roots 
out systemic waste, fraud, and abuse. 
It is clear that we need to maintain the 
transparency and accountability of 
government to the people it is meant 
to represent. I strongly believe that, as 
a democracy, we must strive to make 
our government as transparent as pos-
sible and that citizens should be able to 
obtain information from the govern-
ment in a reasonable fashion. 

Without FOIA, much of the U.S. Gov-
ernment would still be closed off to the 
American people. This legislation has 
been an inspiration to other govern-
ments and has served as a model 
throughout the world for opening gov-
ernment information to the public. 
Since FOIA was enacted nearly 50 
years ago, similar Freedom of Informa-
tion laws have been passed in all 50 
States and 93 other nations. 

Mark Shlefer has demonstrated an 
extraordinary level of commitment to 
ensuring the American people had ac-
cess to more information throughout 
the Federal Government. Since its ini-
tial enactment, all three branches of 
the Federal Government have recog-
nized the FOIA as a vital part of our 
democracy. I heartily applaud Mr. 
Schlefer for leading the way to a more 
transparent government. I have no 
doubt that his outstanding life work 
has had a significant and positive im-
pact on people and their governments 
throughout the world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEVE STIVERS AND 
BRAD WENSTRUP 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize my friend and col-
league, Congressman STEVE STIVERS, 
and congratulate him on his promotion 
to brigadier general in the Ohio Na-
tional Guard. 

STEVE has served our State and our 
Nation in uniform for more than three 
decades. When his guard unit was 
called up in 2005, he served our country 
in Operation Iraqi Freedom. His leader-
ship earned him the Bronze Star, and 
his service and sacrifice earned him the 
honor of a grateful nation. 

But STEVE hasn’t been content to 
only serve in uniform—he is working to 
support his fellow soldiers in Congress. 
He and I have worked together to make 
sure that servicemembers who suffer 
traumatic brain injuries have their 
medical records given from the DOD to 
the VA. We are working to designate 
the new Ohio veterans Museum in Co-
lumbus as the National Veterans Mu-
seum. 

As persuasive as STEVE is, he is noth-
ing compared to his mother. A few 
years ago, STEVE’s mother, Carol, 
brought to my attention the need to 
preserve the Parker House—a way sta-
tion on the Underground Railroad lo-
cated in Ripley, OH. She wanted to in-
corporate it into the National Park 
System. 

I worked with STEVE, who of course 
couldn’t say no to his mother, and oth-
ers in the Ohio delegation, including 
JOYCE BEATTY, to preserve this house 
where a freed slave worked and helped 
others find their way to freedom. This 
January, the National Park Service 
award $50,000 to the Ohio History Con-
nection to help preserve the sites 
throughout Ohio that played critical 
roles in the civil rights movement, in-
cluding the Parker House. 

STEVE is not the only member of our 
delegation to carry on the proud tradi-
tion of Ohioans serving our Nation in 
uniform. I would also like to congratu-
late my friend BRAD WENSTRUP on his 
promotion to colonel in the U.S. Army 
Reserve. 

BRAD also served a tour in Iraq as a 
combat surgeon. He was awarded a 
Bronze Star and a Combat Action 
Badge and earned the honor and grati-
tude of all Ohioans. It is not just over-
seas where BRAD serves our troops. He 
fulfills his Reserve duties, treating our 
wounded soldiers at Walter Reed, and 
fights to ensure our servicemembers 
and veterans have the support they de-
serve on the House Armed Services 
Committee and Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee. 

Whether it is supporting our State’s 
civil rights heritage or supporting our 
troops, BRAD and STEVE have always 
been dedicated public servants for 
Ohio. They are both so deserving of 
these promotions. We thank them and 
their entire families—STEVE’s wife, 
Karen, and children Sarah and Sam, 
and BRAD’s wife, Monica, and son Brad, 
Jr.—for their sacrifice for our country. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING INA M. BOON 

∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
ask the Senate to join me today in 
honoring the life of Ina Boon, a beloved 
member of the St. Louis community. 
With her passing, Ina has left a power-
ful legacy of public service that will al-
ways be cherished, and St. Louis will 
not be the same without her. 

In addition to being a wife, a mother, 
and dear friend to so many, Ina was a 
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fighter. Not the kind you see shuffling 
in rings on television; Ina was a special 
kind of warrior. Her weapons were her 
voice, her feet, and, as anyone who 
knew her would tell you, her tenacious 
nature. Her cause was one that is dear 
and relevant to every American—true 
freedom, equality, and justice for all. 
For decades, Ina fought on the front 
lines of the civil rights movement for 
justice and equality for all citizens in 
my home State of Missouri and in nu-
merous other States throughout the 
country. 

For more than 50 years, Ina was the 
fearless leader who served tirelessly at 
the helm of the St. Louis NAACP Re-
gion IV branch. Whether she was advo-
cating for diversity and inclusion in 
hiring and housing practices, fighting 
for equal access and fair treatment in 
healthcare and education, or helping 
young people find jobs and urging them 
to register to vote, Ina’s life reveals an 
inspiring commitment to social change 
and progress. 

Her half-century record of service 
provides a clear example of how much 
good can be accomplished with a stead-
fast and caring spirit. At the same 
time, Ina’s life shows the selfless and 
generous heart of a public servant. 
When times were lean at NAACP, Ina 
worked hard and faithfully while giv-
ing up her pay. Additionally, even 
though she was committed to large- 
scale, systemic social changes across 
the State and country, Ina was equally 
committed to her family and her 
neighbors. She nurtured her son, 
mentored young people, and remained 
active in her church, serving in various 
leadership positions. 

Ina recently passed away at the age 
of 90. She was blessed to live a long life 
and bear witness to some incredible 
historic moments in our State’s his-
tory and our country’s history as well. 
I know that Ina was humbled to play a 
role in some of these moments. With 
Ina’s passing, we have lost a prolific 
public servant and a dynamic indi-
vidual. Ina is survived by her son Gen-
try, as well as nieces, nephews, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, and a 
host of extended family members and 
friends. 

It may come as small comfort to 
them, but Ina will forever be a part of 
St. Louis history. She will always be 
remembered for her leadership, pas-
sion, and activism. Right now, many of 
my fellow Missourians are justifiably 
saddened by the loss of one of our local 
champions, but my hope is that Ina’s 
legacy will inspire current and future 
generations of leaders to continue the 
vitally important work of perfecting 
our vibrant, diverse Union. 

I ask that the Senate join me in hon-
oring the life and legacy of Mrs. Ina M. 
Boon.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:10 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-

nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 455. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 501 East Court 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, as the ‘‘R. 
Jess Brown United States Courthouse’’. 

H.R. 534. An act to require the Secretary of 
State to take such actions as may be nec-
essary for the United States to rejoin the 
Bureau of International Expositions, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 876. An act to reform programs of the 
Transportation Security Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1372. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs 
of children are considered in homeland secu-
rity planning, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 35. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the National Peace Officers Memorial Serv-
ice and the National Honor Guard and Pipe 
Band Exhibition. 

H. Con. Res 36. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the Greater Washington Soap Box Derby. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 455. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 501 East Court 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, as the ‘‘R. 
Jess Brown United States Courthouse’’; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

H.R. 534. An act to require the Secretary of 
State to take such actions as may be nec-
essary for the United States to rejoin the 
Bureau of International Expositions, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

H.R. 876. An act to reform programs of the 
Transportation Security Administration, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

H.R. 1372. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs 
of children are considered in homeland secu-
rity planning, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1386. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Bacillus Thuringiensis (mCry51Aa2) 
Protein in or on Cotton; Temporary Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ 
(FRL No. 9957–23) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 11, 2017; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–1387. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-

titled ‘‘Bacillus simplex strain BU288; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance’’ (FRL No. 9960–61) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on April 19, 2017; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1388. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pyroxasulfone; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9959–25) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 17, 2017; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–1389. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pyriofenone; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9953–96) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 17, 2017; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–1390. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Deltamethrin; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9959–54) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 17, 2017; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–1391. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Benzobicyclon; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9961–02) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on April 25, 2017; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1392. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Tioxazafen; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9955–97) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on April 25, 2017; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1393. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Robert S. Ferrell, United States Army, 
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–1394. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Michael E. Williamson, United States 
Army, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1395. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Patrick J. Donahue II, United States 
Army, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1396. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law, Ethics, 
and Regulation, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Under 
Secretary (Terrorism and Financial Intel-
ligence), Department of the Treasury, re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
April 19, 2017; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1397. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law, Ethics, 
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